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SOCIETY OF BIBLICAL LITERATURE
ICI REPORT FOR DECEMBER 2021

(a) THE SBL ANNUAL MEETING 2022, DENVER, COLORADO
November 2022, Info TBA, Denver, Colorado, USA. Call for papers not yet open.
(b) THE SBL INTERNATIONAL MEETING 2022, SALZBURG
Call for papers is open.
https://www.sbl-site.org/meetings/Internationalmeeting.aspx
The upcoming 2022 SBL International Meeting will be held in Salzburg, Austria
from July 17-21, 2022. We are excited for the opportunity to meet with
international scholars again, for an in-person event. Although it is unusual for us to
open housing a full year in advance of the International Meeting, a separate event
that will be taking place in the city at the same time as our meeting makes it very
important that we do so. The Salzburg Summer Festival is a large local event, which
brings attendees to the city from all over the world. Because of the size of this event,
we recommend that you secure housing for our meeting well in advance of the
timeframe you would typically use. As such, we are pleased to announce that we
have

secured

blocks

of

rooms

at

several

nearby

hotels.

Please

here https://na.eventscloud.com/ehome/623829/1132835/ for

click

booking

instructions and more information about the meeting. ** We have also blocked a
small number of student housing rooms, which will be available at a later date. **
Visa letters for travel to the Annual or International Meetings
In

order

to

facilitate

attendance

by

those

in

ICI

countries

at

SBL

Congresses, Samantha Spitzner has been appointed as the SBL visa coordinator.
Samantha will advise members who need visas in order to travel to and participate
in the Annual or International Meetings. She will not prepare applications, but will
be a source of information to aid members in submitting applications and will
provide letters of intent if needed by those participating in the meeting as
presenters or committee members. For more information, please contact Samantha
directly.
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(c) SBL INTERNATIONAL TRAVEL AWARDS
The SBL International Travel Awards offer opportunities to current SBL members
outside North America to attend the Annual or International Meeting, to
participate in the program, to enhance their professional development, and to build
their network with fellow scholars. These grants help facilitate the work of Program
Units and the International Cooperation Initiative (“ICI”). These grants are
intended to support underrepresented and underresourced scholars. As such,
preference will be given to women, people of historically underrepresented
ethnicities, and members from ICI-qualifying countries. A key criterion is an
applicant’s demonstrable financial need.
(The Regional Scholars Awards are intended to encourage North American
members to participate in their region as well as receive travel assistance to the
Annual Meeting.)
Four International Travel Award Panels (ITAP) will administer the awards each
year, serving four geographic regions:
•

Africa and Middle East

•

Asia and Pacific

•

Eastern Europe

•

Latin America and Caribbean
For awards offered in 2021, each ITAP will administer $3,000 in awards in each
region. The panels may determine the best distribution of funds (e.g., as one $1000
and one $2000 award, or as three awards of $1000 each). The applicants must
attend the Annual or International Meetings, but may or may not participate in the
program, depending upon their needs expressed in the application.
Please see the SBL Meeting International Travel Grants page for
information regarding eligibility, award inclusions, application
procedure, and criteria for awards.
All grants include lodging (one room, single or shared) for four nights and
complimentary meeting registration. Recipients may not have attended an Annual
or International Meeting within the last five (5) years.
The International Travel Awards defray transportation, hotel accommodations, and
other expenses incurred for the Annual or International Meetings. Award monies
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will be distributed as reimbursement for expenses incurred for travel to/from the
meeting and meals while attending the meeting.
•

Please contact the travel grant administrator with any questions.
Deadlines
The present Travel Grants Awards cycle is now open to applications through to 15
February, 2022.
The Award Panels
Name

Panel

Term

Years of Term

Pablo R. Andiñach

Latin America and Caribbean

2

2021-2023

Benjamin Giffone

Eastern Europe

2

2021-2023

Madipoane J. Masenya Africa and Middle East

2

2021-2023

Dora Rudo

Africa and Middle East

2

2021-2023

Nelson Morales

Latin America and Caribbean

1

2019-2021

Ester Petrenko

Eastern Europe

2

2021-2023

2

2021-2023

Asia and Pacific

2

2021-2023

Elaine M. Wainwright Asia and Pacific

2

2021-2023

Mbuwayesango

Juan Manuel Tebes (Chair)
Nasili Vaka'uta

All Panels

(d) PUBLICATION IN ANCIENT NEAR EAST MONOGRAPHS (ANEM)
ANEM is a series that was established by the SBL at the request of the International
Cooperation Initiative (ICI), jointly published with the Universidad Católica
Argentina’s Centro de Estudios de Historia del Antiguo Oriente (CEHAO) and coedited by Jeffrey Stackert and Juan Manuel Tebes. The series publishes volumes on
the Ancient Near East (including ancient Israel) both in print and electronically,
making them freely available for download. Paperback and hardback versions of
the volumes are available, for a reasonable price.
To view the volumes published in the series, please go to
http://www.sbl-site.org/publications/Books_ANEmonographs.aspx (SBL English
version)
http://www.uca.edu.ar/anem (CEHAO Spanish version)
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The latest volume in ANEM:
NOEGEL, Scott B. Wordplay in Ancient Near Eastern Texts. Ancient
Near East Monographs – Monografías sobre el Antiguo Oriente,
Volume 26. Atlanta: SBL Press – Centro de Estudios del Antiguo
Oriente, 2021, forthcoming. ISBN 9781628372939
The first comprehensive taxonomy of functions and types of “wordplay” in ancient
Near Eastern texts.
This book from Scott B. Noegel offers a comparative, in-depth study of “wordplay”
in ancient Near Eastern texts. Noegel establishes comprehensive taxonomies for
the many kinds of devices that scholars label as wordplay and for their proposed
functions. The consistent terminology Noegel proposes offers students and scholars
of Sumerian, Akkadian, Egyptian, Ugaritic, Hebrew, and Aramaic a useful template
for documenting and understanding the devices they discover. The book concludes
by suggesting potential avenues for future research.
(e) PUBLICATION IN INTERNATIONAL VOICES IN BIBLICAL STUDIES
(IVBS)
IVBS is a series that was established by the SBL at the request of the International
Cooperation Initiative (ICI), and which is co-edited by Monica Melanchthon and
Jione Havea. IVBS encourages in particular submissions from scholars in the
present seven international regions for which it has editorial boards: Africa, Central
and Eastern Europe, Latin America, Middle East-South Asia, Northeast Asia,
Pacific, and Southeast Asia. Interregional collaborations are also welcome. IVBS
publishes works in English and in any other language for which its editors can find
qualified peer reviewers. Any work published in IVBS is freely available to anyone
in perpetuity. The series publishes work generally in the area of reception history
and criticism. The scope is not limited to any particular biblical text or historical
timeframe. The works will mainly be published in English and, wherever possible,
also in primary languages of authors. For more information please go to
http://ivbs.sbl-site.org/home.aspx. If you would consider publishing your work in
this series, feel free to contact one of the two general editors, Monica Melanchthon
or Jione Havea.
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The latest volume of IVBS:
Welcoming the Nations: International Sociorhetorical Explorations
Vernon K. Robbins (Editor), Roy R. Jeal (Editor). IVBS 13. Atlanta: SBL
Press, 2020. ISBN 9781628372991.
This volume celebrates and reflects upon sociorhetorical interpretation of the New
Testament as developed by Vernon K. Robbins in The Tapestry of Early Christian
Discourse (Routledge) and Exploring the Texture of Texts (Continuum), both
published in 1996. Scholars from around the world take sociorhetorical
interpretation into new arenas to approach issues arising from their own contexts,
including the environment, gender, and economics. Part 1 focuses on the
development and emergence of sociorhetorical interpretation. Part 2 presents
particular applications of sociorhetorical interpretation in Australia and Oceania.
Part 3 includes essays using sociorhetorical interpretation in Africa and Asia. The
essays in this book point to the richness and ever-expanding possibilities for
sociorhetorical commentary and the learning that enriches all of us.
Request! from Jione Havea on behalf of the IVBS Editorial Board
jhavea@gmail.com:
For several of the authors who publish with IVBS, English is a second, third, fourth
and even fifth language. This applies also to several of the board members. The
review and editing processes can be painful for the authors as well as the IVBS
Editor.
Jione Havea has been requesting volunteers to assist with proofreading,
copyediting, and typesetting manuscripts for authors who write in English as a
second language.
Thank you to the volunteers who have responded to the call!
Heather McKay, John Goldingay, Eric Smith, Lynn Huber, Ian Atkinson, Ashraf
Hanna, Brenna Salverson, Yan Kalampung, Erin Newton, Olubunmi A. Adegbola.
If you would still like to volunteer, please be in touch with Jione at the email
address above.
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(f) ICI ONLINE BOOK REPOSITORY
For a full alphabetic list of all publications available for free in the ICI
book repository program, please go to:
http://www.sbl-site.org/publications/Books_ICIbooks.aspx
A number of volumes have been added to the repository! New additions
include the following volumes:
DeCock, Miriam. Interpreting the Gospel of John in Antioch and
Alexandria. Writings from the Greco-Roman World Supplement Series
17. Atlanta: SBL Press, 2020.
Miriam DeCock analyzes four important early Christian treatments of the Gospel of
John, including commentaries by Origen and Cyril from the Alexandrian tradition
and the homilies of John Chrysostom and the commentary of Theodore of
Mopsuestia, which represent Antiochian traditions. DeCock maintains that the
traditional distinction between nonliteral and literal interpretations in these two
early Christian centers remains helpful despite recent challenges to the paradigm.
She argues that a major and abiding distinction between the two schools lies in the
manner in which Alexandrian and Antiochian authors apply the gospel text to their
respective communities. DeCock demonstrates that the Antiochenes find primarily
literal moral examples and doctrinal teachings in John’s Gospel, whereas the
Alexandrians find both these and nonliteral teachings concerning the immediate
situation of the church and of its individual members.
Dever, William G. My Nine Lives: Sixty Years in Israeli and Biblical
Archaeology. Atlanta: SBL Press, 2020.
This autobiography of prominent American archaeologist William G. Dever is
unabashedly his story, in which he offers candid, often brutally honest, reflections
on his life and sixty-five-year career. Dever places himself in the midst of a
remarkable generation of giants in archaeology in Israel during a period when the
fields of biblical and Israeli archaeology were evolving. With technical expertise
developed over a lifetime of working alongside four generations of Israeli and
foreign excavators, he recalls their exploits and shares numerous personal stories
that few others would know. His memoir concludes with a postscript on the likely
future of biblical archaeology and an annotated bibliography for serious readers
who wish to explore some of the scholarly literature to flesh out Dever’s narrative.
Henze, Matthias, and Rodney A. Werline eds. Early Judaism and Its
Modern Interpreters. Atlanta: SBL Press, 2020.
This volume documents the major developments in the study of “early Judaism”
(ca. 330 B.C.E. to ca. 138 C.E.) from about the mid-1940s. After a lengthy
introduction that discusses the field itself and current interest in it, new tools and
approaches, major topics and problems, and the types of study needed in the
future, the bulk of the volume is organized into three sections. The first deals with
“synthetic approaches” to the political, social, and religious history of the period.
Part 2 focuses on the recent discoveries that have stimulated and enriched the
renewed study of early Judaism. Part 3 surveys work on the literature of early
Judaism organized according to different types (form and/or content) of material.
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Lentz, Katharina. Crainte de Dieu, Sagesse et Loi:Aspects théologiques
à partir de Si 10,19–11,6. Septuagint and Cognate Studies 72. Atlanta:
SBL Press, 2020.
Few specific studies have been devoted to Ben Sira 10:19–11:6. Lentz examines the
text in Hebrew, Greek, Syriac, and Latin, trying to identify the major differences
between these versions and their respective fundamental orientations. In this
pericope she reveals three important themes: the fear of God, wisdom, and the law.
Taking as a point of departure the theme of the fear of God in Deuteronomy,
Psalms, and Proverbs, Job, and Qoheleth, in addition to Ben Sira,
Lentz examines the relationship of this theme with wisdom and the law. The close
relationship between the fear of God, wisdom, and the law should lead scholars to
ask if these do not represent three aspects of the same reality
Verde, Danilo. Conquered Conquerors: Love and War in the Song of
Songs. Ancient Israel and Its Literature 41. Atlanta: SBL Press, 2020.
Although love transcends historical and cultural boundaries, its conceptualizations,
linguistic expressions, and literary representations vary from culture to culture. In
this study, Danilo Verde examines love through the military imagery found
throughout the Song’s eight chapters. Verde approaches the military metaphors,
similes, and scenes of the Song using cognitive metaphor theory to explore the
overlooked representation of love as war. Additionally, this book investigates how
the Song conceptualizes both the male and the female characters, showing that the
concepts of masculinity and femininity are tightly interconnected in the poem.
Conquered Conquerors provides fresh insights into the Song’s figurative language
and the conceptualization of gender in biblical literature.
(g) PEDAGOGY AND TEACHING SUPPORT PEER BLOG FOR FRIENDS OF
THE ICI
https://internationalpedagogies.wordpress.com
NEW POST AVAILABLE NOW, SUMAMRIZING THE SBL ICI PANDEMIC
PEDAGOGIES SESSION! Other entries are welcome on the topic of pedagogical
learnings / teaching adaptations made during the ongoing pandemic. If you would
also like to contribute to the Friends of the ICI International Pedagogies blog,
please be in touch with Carmen Palmer.
(h) ICI TEACHING COLLABORATION PROGRAM
The Teaching Collaboration Program of SBL’s International Cooperation Initiative
was established a number of years ago to facilitate faculty cooperation, including
exchange and co-supervision among scholars and institutions in different parts of
the world.
ICI Scholar List: https://www.sbl-site.org/educational/ICIscholarList.aspx
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These scholars have expressed an interest in mentoring students via the Internet,
teaching online reading courses, or traveling abroad to teach [n.b., when the
pandemic is over].
Individuals who need a mentor or institutions who are in need of teachers with a
particular area of expertise may review the information provided to find those
whose qualifications and time available match their needs. You are invited to
contact any of these scholars directly. SBL is not responsible for making
arrangements between institutions or students and scholars; SBL serves only as the
host of the data so that the interested parties may identify and contact each other.
To be included in the Instructor’s Database, please complete the form here
https://www.sbl-site.org/educational/ICIscholar.aspx
(i) JOURNAL OF BIBLICAL LITERATURE (JBL) ARCHIVE
Take note that an archive with JBL articles from volume 122.1 of 2003 through
volume 130.1 of 2011 is available online to people accessing the SBL website from
any ICI country. See http://www.sbl-site.org/publications/ICI_JBLarchive.aspx.
All articles in those volumes can be downloaded for free!
(j) THE SBL WEBSITE
The SBL website (on the SBL Press page) has a facility where one can search the full
text of all SBL books! For this very convenient tool, see:
http://sbl-site.org/publications/default.aspx
For searching reviews of a vast number of academic publications, SBL’s Review of
Biblical Literature is now a part of the new SBL Central site, where you will find the
10,000+ book reviews that RBL has published since its initial launch in 1998.
https://www.sblcentral.org/home
Announcing Custom Book Notifications:
“SBL Central’s book notifications alert you as soon as new books are added to the
site and when new reviews are published. Not only are these alerts more timely, but
they are also tailored to your specific interests: you receive notifications only for
books and reviews tagged with the subjects that you select. To take advantage of
this powerful new feature, go to SBL Central and Sign In using the button in the
upper right corner. (SBL Central uses the same email address and password you
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use to log in at the main SBL website.) Once you are signed in, click on your name
in the upper right corner to display a dropdown menu and select Manage Book
Notifications. The Manage Book Notifications page displays a list of Available
Subjects on the left and all your Selected Subjects on the right. Subjects are
arranged into two broad groups, Methods and Texts, each of which contains
multiple subsets. Methods, for example, contains the subsets Archaeology and
Iconography,

Comparative

Religion/History

of

Religion,

Epigraphy

and

Paleography, History and Culture, and so on. Each subset contains a list of specific
subjects that you may select for an alert. Double-click an individual subject or use
the blue arrow buttons to move it to or from your Selected Subjects. Once you have
selected your subjects of interest, click the Submit button to save. You’ll now
receive a weekly email listing all the new books and reviews added to SBL Central
in your selected subjects, with links to book pages. If you are interested in
volunteering to review for RBL, this is a great way to be updated on books newly
available for review (scroll to the bottom of any book page to see if it’s available).
We will continue to send the weekly RBL newsletter announcing all reviews
published in the past week. SBL Central book notifications complement the RBL
newsletter by alerting you as soon as new books are added to the site and by
allowing you to choose your own subjects of interest.”
(k) JSTOR
News!: “JSTOR and participating publishers are making an expanded set
of content freely available to help during the ongoing crisis.
Support for participating institutions
Access to unlicensed collections for participating academic institutions that
currently license some, but not all, JSTOR Archive and Primary Source collections
through June 30, 2022.”
https://about.jstor.org/covid19/?utm_source=jstor&utm_medium=display&utm_
campaign=dsp_jstor_home_right_covid19_03_2020
The JSTOR Access Initiative program provides free or reduced-fee access according
to a tiered system. It offers unlimited access to a collection of all archival journals
and primary sources on JSTOR.
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Need JSTOR Access?
As part of your Society of Biblical Literature membership, save 50% on the annual
JPASS plan, your personal access to the JSTOR archive. With more than 1,900
scholarly journals, JSTOR is one of the world’s leading academic databases.
Millions of users worldwide rely on JSTOR for research, fact checking, and book
reviews. This discounted subscription includes unlimited reading access and 120
article downloads. JSTOR adds new titles every month so you’ll have a growing
collection of the world’s leading peer-reviewed journals only a click away.
To access the discounted JPASS, log-in to the SBL website with your member ID.
Then, under the tab “Membership,” click on “Member Benefits” and scroll down to
“Subscriptions.”
(l) UPCOMING EVENTS
The SBL maintains a significant list of events taking place anywhere in the globe. For
the full list please go to http://www.sbl-site.org/meetings/events.aspx
A selection of events is listed below—mainly those taking place in ICI regions.
Please provide information on conferences in your region, including calls for
papers, to Sharon Johnson at sharon.johnson@sbl-site.org.
8/2, 9, 16, 23 SBL Summer Series (Available for viewing!)
This summer, the Society released pre-recorded webinars on pressing issues in the
field available to all members. We extend our thanks to the scholars who organized
and participated in these essential discussions. The series release schedule is as
follows: Watch the trailer for these insightful conversations here.
•

2 August 2021 - Globalizing Biblical Studies in the Twenty-First Century

•

9 August 2021 - Disabilities Studies and the Bible

•

16 August 2021 - Africana Biblical Hermeneutics

•

23 August 2021 - Horizons of LGBTIQ+ Hermeneutics

(m) SBL EDUCATIONAL RESOURCES FREELY AVAILABLE
There are links to numerous educational resources on the SBL website. The
following are freely available: (i) Resources on Teaching the Bible; (ii) Freely
downloadable Hebrew, Greek and Transliteration fonts (amongst others); (iii)
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Resources on Bible translations and commentaries; and (iv) Research tool
resources. See http://sbl-site.org/educational/default.aspx
(n) BIBLE ODYSSEY
Great online source in times of the COVID-19 ongoing pandemic
Remember to check the newly-developed Bible Odyssey online portal. See
www.bibleodyssey.org. This portal offers wonderful educational resources, but also
resources for broader popular audiences. Use this site to popularize our academic
studies in faith communities! Any topics you would like to see Bible Odyssey
address? Just send a message to: bow@sbl-site.org
Recent new entries from Bible Odyssey:
Eucharist
What Is an Asherah?
Romans and the Fate of Israel
Destruction of the Canaanites
Sign up for the Bible Odyssey Newsletter
Bible Odyssey Translation Project
The ICI is taking on the role of networking with other non-anglophone biblical
studies learned societies around the world to translate Bible Odyssey articles into
several key languages.
News!: The following Spanish translations have been added recently to Bible
Odyssey:
https://www.bibleodyssey.org/tools/bible-basics/how-do-biblical-scholars-readthe-hebrew-bible-spanish
https://www.bibleodyssey.org/passages/related-articles/woman-adulterer-motifspanish
https://www.bibleodyssey.org/tools/bible-basics/did-the-authors-of-thecanonical-gospels-know-each-other-spanish
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https://www.bibleodyssey.org/passages/main-articles/good-samaritan-spanish
https://www.bibleodyssey.org/tools/video-gallery/a/abraham-in-judaismchristianity-and-islam-said-reynolds-spanish
https://www.bibleodyssey.org/tools/bible-basics/how-do-biblical-scholars-studythe-new-testament-Spanish
https://www.bibleodyssey.org/tools/video-gallery/w/woman-favorite-biblemeyers-Spanish
https://www.bibleodyssey.org/en/people/main-articles/Isaac-Spanish
https://www.bibleodyssey.org/passages/related-articles/akedah-in-jewishtradition-spanish
https://www.bibleodyssey.org/people/related-articles/postcolonial-reading-ofhagar-spanish
https://www.bibleodyssey.org/passages/related-articles/political-significance-oflukes-christmas-story-spanish
https://www.bibleodyssey.org/tools/video-gallery/f/formation-of-the-penteteuchska-spanish
https://www.bibleodyssey.org/tools/bible-basics/how-has-new-testamentscholarship-changed-over-time-spanish
https://www.bibleodyssey.org/tools/bible-basics/gender-and-the-hebrew-biblespanish
https://www.bibleodyssey.org/passages/main-articles/binding-and-sacrifice-ofisaac-spanish
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There are translations to Vietnamese, made by the Vietnamese Biblical Theology
Society (VBTS) https://www.vietbib.org/, and to Spanish, made by the Argentinean
Biblical Association (ABA), https://www.abargentina.org/.
We soon expect more developments for Portuguese, Korean, and Mandarin
Chinese. For Chinese, talks are held with the Center for Judaic and Inter-religious
Studies at Shandong University. For Portuguese, talks are held with Portuguese
Jesuits’ Communication Office. Stay tuned for more developments!
(o) PLEASE PASS ON THE INFORMATION
If someone you know anyone has been asking for a quick introduction to the work
of the ICI Committee, feel free to direct them to this brief SBL Member Spotlight
interview: https://www.sbl-site.org/membership/MemberSpotlight.aspx
Please share this newsletter with your colleagues and students and become a liaison
for your institution and SBL. (Please contact our liaison officer, Jackie du Toit, if
you would like to assist as contact person in your region.) Your advocacy for ICI
strengthens biblical studies as a discipline and builds relationships in the global
community. Thank you to those who have done so in the past—we also receive
letters from people who received the newsletter from someone else.
Thank you for your ongoing interest and support!
Carmen Palmer
Chair, International Cooperation Initiative of the Society of Biblical Literature

